
Tapestry of Life and Love
By Tyler Curtis

It is amazing to think of the many
people who have lived at St. Anne’s
throughout its 131 year history. So
many unique individuals with stories
all their own are woven into the fabric
of our lives and history of our Home. 

While many people, both religious
and lay, have been integral to the
success of St. Anne’s, the residents are
truly the heart of this ministry. 

Each resident has helped define the
embodiment of love which exists
within these walls. Our residents are
the treasured members of St. Anne’s
family. They enrich our lives as we
learn of their joys and sorrows felt
during long lives rich with
experiences. As we provide care and
comfort to them, we must remember
to take note and consider the pearls of
wisdom they share each day. Many
days, they are the teachers and we are
their students.

One such “teacher” is Mrs. Gert
Arndorfer, a resident of Tivoli Terrace.
Gert moved to St. Anne’s in December
2005, after many years as a resident
of North Lake, Wisconsin. Amid
beautiful rolling hills in a quiet, rural
area of Southeastern Wisconsin, Gert
began her life there over 92 years ago
in the nearby town of Monches. After
living away from the area for many
years, she eventually returned with
her husband, Francis, in 1960. It was
there they raised 12 children. 

As one of nine children, Gert knew
well the blessings and challenges of

being part of such a large family. With
a tremendous heart, Gert is
unwavering in her faith and dedicated
to her ever-expanding family. 

Despite so many blessings, Gert has
had to overcome tragedy. She has
outlived three of her children and
endured the loss of her beloved
husband, Fran, nearly 30 years ago, on
her birthday. In addition, she has said
goodbye to so many other relatives.

The strength and courage to look
forward has enabled Gert to cherish
every moment with her loved ones. At
last count, she has nine living
children, 34 grandchildren and 32
great-grandchildren. She describes the
entire family as “close knit”—
remarkable, but not hard to believe
with Gert as the matriarch.  

Her apartment at Tivoli is sprinkled
with family photos, many waiting to
be framed and placed about her. One
such photo includes her grandson,
Tim Arndorfer, and his wife, Megan,
captured on film as they were
meeting Pope Benedict XVI during a
recent trip to Rome, Italy.

As a way for the whole clan to stay
connected, the family has enjoyed an
annual picnic and golf outing each
summer. A tradition which spans
many years, it continues and this year
they will honor the memory of Gert’s
son, Tom, who passed away last year.

Since making the transition to St.
Anne’s, Gert can now boast being a
member of two large families. 
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Resident of Tivoli Terrace, Gert Arndorfer, is a
treasured member of the St. Anne's family.

CELEBRATE ST. ANNE’S

Please join us… 

Feast of St. Anne
Mass, Picnic and Carnival

Thursday, July 26, 2007
St. Anne’s Salvatorian Campus 

and the Sisters of the Divine Savior
cordially invite you to join us as 
we celebrate 131 years of service

to our community.

10:30 a.m. Liturgy
followed by picnic and carnival

St. Anne’s Salvatorian Campus
3800 North 92nd Street
Milwaukee, Wisconsin

Please call St. Anne’s if you would like
to attend this event. Our phone

number is 414-463-7570.

We look forward to seeing you!

“Ever since I moved in, I never
regretted making the decision to come
to St. Anne’s,” Gert explained, adding
that everyone is very friendly and nice.

“I feel very secure, comfortable and
safe here in my apartment,” she said.
Gert likes to keep herself busy and
while not interested in playing cards
or bingo, she has taken advantage of
the many activities offered to
residents. She especially enjoys lunch
trips and excursions in the St. Anne’s
van coordinated by St. Anne’s staff. 

Back at her apartment, Gert enjoys
knitting, mending and reading. She
knits baby hats for the Christ Child
Society and visits with the Sisters of
the Divine Savior who live on
campus. She has a long history with
the Salvatorians, sponsors of St.
Anne’s, as her daughter and son-in-
law, Margaret and Anthony Scola, are
Lay Salvatorians. Currently, they serve
as teachers in Ghana. Gert is proud of
their mission work over the last
several years and looks forward to
welcoming them back to the United
States very soon.

According to Gert, she is very
much at home at St. Anne’s. “I would
certainly recommend it to others,” she
added. Well, we are glad Gert
Arndorfer and her extended family is
also at home at St. Anne’s.

Upon ending our visit, a beautiful
framed needlework adorning her
living room wall caught my eye. It
simply said: To love and be loved is
the greatest joy on earth. What an
incredible motto for all of us to
remember and live by—Gert does.
Thanks, Gert, for this wonderful pearl
of wisdom.

Mark Your Calendars
June 21

Western Days
June 22

Visit to Polish Fest 
July 20 

Rummage Sale
July 26

Feast of St. Anne
Mass, Picnic and Carnival

November 3
My Heart is Here

Benefit Dinner Auction

Visit our web site at
www.stannessc.org
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Dear Friends,
Our theme at St. Anne’s in the coming months is “Spirit of Community.”

Together we make a difference. Together we do remarkable work. Together we
bring the love and goodness of our Lord and Savior to our residents, their
families and ourselves!

We enhance the quality of life for our residents through loving care and
compassion. It is the foundation on which St. Anne’s was built over 131 years
ago. This ministry continues with the commitment of all in the St. Anne’s
family to enrich the lives of those who live on our campus.  

Our staff and volunteers continue to provide exceptional care in a faith-
filled environment. As we work to meet the needs of our residents, we are
grateful for your support in keeping this mission alive. 

Please join us as we celebrate this ministry of love—St.
Anne’s. Our annual Feast of St. Anne Mass and Picnic is
Thursday, July 26. We hope to see you there. Also, please
mark Saturday, November 3, on your calendar for our eighth
annual benefit dinner auction. My Heart is Here is sure to
be an evening of fun and friendship as we raise money in
support of the services we provide for our residents.   

God’s Blessings!

Lynn M. Vogt, Administrator

St. Anne’s Salvatorian Campus
3800 North 92nd Street
Milwaukee WI 53222-2589
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St. Anne’s publishes its newsletter 
From the Heart three times a year. 

If you receive a duplicate copy or wish 
to be removed from our mailing list, 

please inform us.
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St. Anne’s mission is to provide residents with care
and compassion in a respectful, home-like envi-
ronment that honors individual dignity. Following
the mission and philosophy of the Sisters of the
Divine Savior and the beliefs of the Catholic faith,
we strive to improve quality of life, promote jus-
tice, collaborate with our partners in service and
be responsible steward of our resources.
We honor our heritage of providing exceptional
services, continue to strive for increasing excel-
lence in care and remain committed to our tradi-
tion of offering healthcare and residential services
which are inclusive of all elderly.
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Support St. Anne’s
Whenever You Shop 
at Pick’n Save®

Register at your Pick’n Save®

for an Advantage Plus®

Savers Club Card. On the
registration form, designate
753375 as your charity code. Then,
every time you shop, you’ll earn Pick'n
Save® “We Care” Dollars for St. Anne’s.
For more information, call St. Anne’s
Development Office at 414-466-7414. 

St. Anne’s Benefit
Dinner Auction
Saturday,

November 3, 2007

Our eighth annual benefit dinner auction
will be held at Divine Savior Holy Angels
(DSHA) High School. Please save the date
and join us for an evening of dining, live
entertainment, raffles, voice and silent
auctions—all to benefit St. Anne’s.
Planning is well under way for this special
evening. If you have an item or a service
you would like to donate for the auction
or if you are interested in volunteering at
this event, we would love to hear from
you. Please contact the Development
Office at 414-466-7414.

We look forward to seeing you on
November 3 as we celebrate the 
continued success of St. Anne’s! 

International
Chicken Day

Jean Day, left, and Lisa
Anderson, both of the
Activities Department,
entertained the residents
on International Chicken
Day. The celebration was
complete with chicken
dinners and chicken-
themed trivia, jokes and
even the ever-popular
chicken dance.
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